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FILED/ACCEPTED  sqnator Trop Date Jackson

: 3 Stare House Station
FEB 252011 Augusta, ME 04333-0003
Federal Communications Commission ‘
167 Allagush Road
Oftce of the Secretary Allagash, ME 04774

Home (207) 39841081
Cell (207) 436-0763

February 24, 2011

Chairman Julius Genachowski
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service Lifeline and Link Up
CC Docket No. 96-45; WC Docket 03-109

Dear Chairman Genachowski,

I am writing today to commend the effosts of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service and
Lifeline and Link Up. As I am sure you agree, the Lifeline program provides an invaluable service to
low-income constituents in our districts and across the country. 1 am glad the Board has decided to look
for ways to minimize fraud, waste and abuse in the program. I strongly encourage the Federal
Communications Commission to ensure the Lifeline program continues to provide phone access to
deserving and qualified families.

As our nation struggles to overcome unemployment and other economic challenges, the Lifeline
program is more valuable than ever. Reports both academic and anecdotal have shown that access to
phone service leads to greater chances of employment. My district’s residents should be able to access
these services in the case of an emergency, Maine’s ten Community Action Programs, together with the
Department of Health and Human Services and the Telephone Association of Maine, ensure that
assistance through the Lifeline program is widely available for those in need.

" I agree wholeheartedly with the Board's recommendations that the Commission put together & plan for
uniformity on areas that would apply to all Eligible Telecommunications Carriers (ETCs) that would
help climinate waste and abuse in this program, In doing so, however, I want to make sure that low-
income support of the fund remains strong, This is such a beneficial program to Maine residents our
concemn is that it remain accessible and free to those who qualify.

TTY (207} 287.1583 * Message Service [-800-423-6900 * Web Site: legislature.maine. gov/senare
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(FCC letter, p. 2)

Low-income support is cyclical and this should be acknowledged. As you may be aware, unemployment
has grown in Maine since 2008 and there has been an associated increase in eligibility for assistance
programs. The Lifeline Program is an important part of our safety net for low-income Mainers and is
vitally necessary tool to help lift people out of poverty. In these challenging economic times, programs
such as Lifeline have a real and tangible impact on the lives of our constituents.

I urge the Commission to adopt the recommendations from the Federal-State Joint Board, as I would
like to see these programs be sustainable in the short and long-term. The ability of the most
economically challenged citizens of this country to have access to free phone service is of critical
concern to Maine. I urge you to not adopt policies that would cap support for this program, or in any
way limit competition in a marketplace that is already underserved.

Thank you for your service to our constituents and this country. I look forward to seeing your proposed
changes to strengthen these vital programs.

Sincerely,
/

=

Senator Troy Jackson
Senate District 35

cc:  Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert McDowell
Commissioner Mignon Clyburn
Commissioner Meredith Attwell Baker
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Senator Seth A. Goodall
3 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333-0003

5 Church Street
Richmond, ME (04357
Home (207) 737-4797

February 24, 2011

Chairman Julius Genachowski
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service Lifeline and Link Up
CC Docket No. 96-45; WC Docket 03-109

Dear Chairman Genachowski,

I am writing today to commend the efforts of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service and
Lifeline and Link Up. As I am sure you agree, the Lifeline program provides an invaluable service to
low-income constituents in our districts and across the country. ] am glad the Board has decided to look
for ways to minimize fraud, waste and abuse in the program. I strongly encourage the Federal
Commmications Comumission to ensure the Lifeline program continues to provide phone access to
deserving and qualified families. .

As our nation struggles to overcome unemployment and other economic challenges, the Lifeline
program is more valuable than ever. Reports both academic and anecdotal have shown that access to
phone service leads to greater chances of employment. My district’s residents should be able to access
these services in the case of an emergency. Maine’s ten Community Action Programs, together with the
Department of Health and Human Services and the Telephone Association of Maine, ensure that
assistance through the Lifeline program is widely available for those in need. :

I agree wholeheartedly with the Board's recommendations that the Commission put together a plan for
uniformity on areas that would apply to all Eligible Telecommunications Carriers (ETCs) that would
help eliminate wastc and abuse in this program. In doing so, however, I want to make sure that low-
income support of the fund remains strong. This is such a beneficial program to Maine residents our
concern is that it remain accessible and free to those who qualify.

TTY (207) 287-1583 * Message Service 1-800-423-6900 * Web Site; legislature. maine.gov/senate
email: sethi@sethgoodall.com
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Low-income support is cyclical and this should be acknowledged. As you may be aware, unemployment
has grown in Maine since 2008 and there has been an associated increase in eligibility for assistance
programs. The Lifeline Program is an important part of our safety net for low-income Mainers and is
vitally necessary tool fo help lift people out of poverty. In these challenging economic times, programs
such as Lifeline have a real and tangible impact on the lives of our constituents,

I urge the Commission to adopt the recommendations from the Federal-State Joint Board, as I would
like to see these programs be sustainable in the short and long-term. The ability of the most
economically challenged citizens of this country to have access to free phone service is of critical
concern to Maine. [ urge you to not adopt policies that would cap support for this program, or in any
way limit competition in a marketplace that is already underserved.

Thank you for your service to our constituents and this country. I tock forward to seeing your proposed
changes to strengthen these vital programs.

Sincerely,

e

Senator Seth A. Goodall
Senate District 19

¢c.  Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert McDowell
Commissioner Mignon Clybumn
Commissioner Meredith Attwell Baker
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Senator Stan Gerzofsky
3 State Howse Station
 Augusta, ME 04333-0003

3 Federal Street
Brunswick, ME 04011
(207) 373-1328 Home

February 24, 2011

Chairman Julius Genachowski
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service Lifeline and Link Up
CC Docket No. 96-45; WC Docket 03-109

Dear Chairman Genachowski,

I am writing today to commend the efforts of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service and
Lifeline and Link Up. As I am sure you agree, the Lifeline program provides an invaluable service to
low-income constituents in our districts and across the country. I am glad the Board has decided to look
for ways to minimize frand, waste and abuse in the program. I strongly encourage the Federal
Communications Commission to ensure the Lifeline program continues to provide phone access to
deserving and qualified families.

As our nation struggles to overcome unemployment and other economic challenges, the Lifeline
program is more valuable than ever. Reports both academic and anecdotal have shown that access to
phone service leads to greater chances of employment. My district’s residents should be able to access
these gservices in the case of an emergency. Maine’s ten Community Action Programs, together with the
Department of Health and Human Services and the Telephone Association of Maine, ensure that
assistance through the Lifeline program is widely available for those in need.

I agree wholcheartedly with the Board's recommendations that the Commission put together a plan for
uniformity on areas that would apply to all Eligible Telecommunications Carriers (ETCs) that would
help eliminate waste and abuse in this program. In doing so, however, I want to make sure that low-
income support of the fund remaing strong. This is such a beneficial program to Maine residents our
concern is that it remain accessible and free to those who qualify.

TTY (207) 287-1583 Tofl Free 1-800-423-6901 * Web Site: lsgislature.maine govisenate
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(FCC letter, p. 2)

Low-income support is cyclical and this should be acknowledged. As you may be aware, unemployment
has grown in Maine since 2008 and there has been an associated increase in eligibility for assistance
programs. The Lifeline Program is an important part of our safety net for low-income Mainers and is
vitally necessary tool to help lift people out of poverty. In these challenging economic times, programs
such as Lifeline have a real and tangible impact on the lives of our constituents.

I urge the Commission to adopt the recommendations from the Federal-State Joint Board, as T would
like to see these programs be sustainable in the short and lonmg-term. The ability of the most
economically challenged citizens of this country to have access to free phone service is of critical
concern to Maine. | urge you to not adopt policies that would cap support for this program, or in any
way limit competition in a marketplace that is already underserved.

Thank you for your service to our constituents and this country. I look forward 1o seeing your proposed
changes to strengthen these vital programs.

Sincerely,

Senator Stanley Gerzovsky
Senate District 10

cc:  Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert McDowell
Commissioner Mignon Clyburn
Commissioner Meredith Attwell Baker
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Senator Dawn Hill
3 State House Station
Augusia, ME 04333-0003

PO Box 70!
Cape Neddick. ME 03902
(207 337-3689 Business

February 24, 2011

Chairman Julius Genachowski
Federal Commmnications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service Lifeline and Link Up
CC Docket No., 96-45; WC Docket 03-109

Dear Chairman Genachowski,

I am writing today to commend the efforts of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service and
Lifeline and Link Up. As I am sure you agree, the Lifeline program provides an inrvaluable service to
low-income constituents in our districts and across the country. 1 am glad the Board has decided to look
for ways to minimize fraud, waste and abuse in the program. I strongly encourage the Federal
Communications Commission to ensure the Lifeline program continues to provide phone access to
deserving and qualified families.

As our nation struggles to overcome unemployment and other economic challenges, the Lifeline
program is more valuable than ever. Reports both academic and anecdotal have shown that access to
phone service leads to greater chances of employment. My district’s residents should be able to access
these services in the case of an emergency. Maine’s ten Community Action Programs, together with the
Department of Health and Human Services and the Telephone Association of Maine, ensure that
assistance through the Lifeline program is widely available for those in need.

I agree wholeheartedly with the Board's recommendations that the Commission put together a plan for
uniformity on arcas that would apply to all Eligible Telecommunications Carriers (ETCs) that would
help eliminate waste and abuse in this program. In doing so, however, | want to make sure that low-
income support of the fund remains strong. This is such a beneficial program to Maine residents our
concem is that it remain accessible and free to those who qualify.

TTY 207) 287-1383 * Message Service 1-800-423-6800 * Web Site: lagislature. maine. govisenate
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(FCC letter, p. 2)

Low-income support is cyclical and this should be acknowledged. As you may be aware, unemployment
has grown in Maine since 2008 and there has been an associated increase in eligibility for assistance
programs. The Lifeline Program is an important part of our safety net for low-income Mainers and is
vitally necessary tool to help lift people out of poverty. In these challenging economic times, programs
such as Lifeline have a real and tangible impact on the lives of our constituents.

I urge the Commission to adopt the recommendations from the Federal-State Joint Board, as I wnuld
like to se¢ these programs be sustainable in the short and long-term. The ability of the most
economically challenged citizens of this country to have access to free phone service is of critical
concern to Maine. I urge you to not adopt policies that would cap support for this program, or in any
way limit competition in a marketplace that is already underserved.

Thank you for your service to our constituents and this country. I look forward to seeing your proposed
changes to strengthen these vital programs.

Sincerely,

A Y

Senstor Dawn Hill
Senate District 1

cc:  Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert McDowell
Cominissioner Mignon Clybum
Commissioner Meredith Attwell Baker
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Senator Margaret M. Craven
3 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333-0003

41 Russell Street
Lewiston, ME 04240
Home (207) 783-1897

February 24, 2011

Chairman Julius Genachowski
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service Lifeline and Link Up
CC Docket No. 96-45; WC Docket 03-109

Dear Chairman Genachowski,

I arn writing today to commend the efforts of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service and
Lifeline and Link Up. As I am sure you agree, the Lifeline program provides an inveluable service 10
low-income constituents in our districts and across the country. I am giad the Board has decided to look
for ways to minimize fraud, waste and abuse in the program, I strongly encourage the Federal
Communications Commission to ensure the Lifeline program continues to provide phone access to
deserving and qualified families.

As our nation struggles to overcome unemployment and other economic challenges, the Lifeline
program is more valuable than ever. Reports both academic and anecdotal have shown that access to
phone service leads to greater chances of employment. My district’s residents should be able to access
these services in the case of an emergency. Maine’s ten Community Action Programs, together with the
Department of Health and Human Services and the Telephone Association of Maine, ensure that
assistance through the Lifeline program is widely available for those in need.

I agree wholeheartedly with the Board's recommendations that the Commission put together a plan for
uniformity on areas that would apply to all Eligible Telecommunications Carriers (ETCs) that would
help eliminate waste and abuse in this program. In doing so, however, I want to make sure that low-
income support of the fund remains strong. This is such a beneficial program to Maine residents our
concern is that it remain accessible and free to those who qualify.

TTY (207) 287-1383 % Message Service [-800-423-6900 * Web Site: legisiature muine. gov/senate
email: m_craven@myfairpaint.net
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(FCC letter, p. 2)

Low-income support is ¢yclical and this should be acknowledged. As you may be aware, unemployment
has grown in Maine since 2008 and there has been an associated increase in eligibility for assistance
programs. The Lifeline Program is an important part of our safety net for low-income Mainers and is
vitally necessary tool to help lift people out of poverty. In these challenging economic times, programs
such as Lifeline have a real and tangible impact on the lives of our constituents.

I urge the Commission to adopt the recommendations from the Federal-State Joint Board, as I would
like to see these programs be sustainable in the short and long-term. The ability of the most
economically challenged citizens of this country to have access to free phone service is of critical
concem to Maine. I urge you to not adopt policies that would cap support for this program, or in any
way limit competition in a marketplace that is already underserved.

Thank you for your service to our constituents and this country. I look forward to seeing your proposed
changes to strengthen these vital programs.

Sincerely,

Noawsard K- Craien

Senator Margaret M. Craven
Senate District 16

¢cc:  Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert McDowell
Commissioner Mignon Clybum
Commissioper Meredith Attwell Baker
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Senator Joseph C. Brannigan
3 Srate House Siation
Augusta, ME (4333-0003

168 Concord Street
Pariland ME D4]03
{207) 772-6047 Home

February 24, 2011

Chairman Julius Genachowski
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service Lifeline and Link Up
CC Docket No. 96-45; WC Docket 03-109

Dear Cheirman Genachowski,

I am writing today to commend the efforts of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service and
Lifeline and Link Up. As I am sure you agres, the Lifeline program provides an invaluable service to
low-income constituents in our districts and across the country. I am glad the Board has decided to look
for ways to minimize fraud, waste and abuse in the program. I strongly encourage the Federal
Communications Commission to ensure the Lifeline program continues to provide phone access to
deserving and qualified families.

As our nation struggles to overcome unemployment and other economic challenges, the Lifeline
program is more valuable than ever. Reports both academic and anecdotal have shown that access to
phone service leads to greater chances of employment. My district’s residents should be able to access
these services in the case of an emergency. Maine’s ten Community Action Programs, together with the
Department of Health and Human Services and the Telephone Association of Maine, cnsure that
assistance through the Lifeline program is widely available for those in need.

I agree wholcheartedly with the Board's recommendations that the Commission put together a plan for
uniformity on areas that would apply to all Eligible Telecommunications Carriers (ETCs) that would
help eliminate waste and abuse in this program. In doing so, however, I want to make sure that low-
income support of the fund remains strong. This is such a beneficial program to Maine residents our
concern is that it remain accessible and free to those who qualify.

ITY (207} 287-]1583 * Message Service 1-800-423-6600 * Web Site: legislature. maine govisenate
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(FCC letter, p. 2)

Low-income support is cyclical and this should be acknowledged. As you may be aware, unemployment
has grown in Maine since 2008 and there has been an associated increase in eligibility for assistance
programs. The Lifeline Program is an important part of our safety net for low-income Mainers and is
vitally necessary tool to help lift people out of poverty. In these challenging economic times, programs
such as Lifeline have a real and tangible impact on the lives of our constituents.

I urge the Commission to adopt the recommendations from the Federal-State Joint Board, as I would
like to see these programs be sustainable in the short and long-term. The ability of the most
economically challenged citizens of this country to have access to free phone service is of critical
concern to Maine. I urge you to not adopt policies that would cap support for this program, or in any
way limit competition in a markeiplace that is already underserved.

Thank you for your service to our constituents and this country. I look forward to sesing your proposed
changes to strengthen these vital programs.

Sincerely,

et

Senator Joseph C. Brannigan
Senate District 9

cc:  Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert McDowell
Commissioner Mignon Clyburn
Commissioner Meredith Attwell Baker
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12518 m Lslatuve Senator Lawrence Bliss
s AR 3 Siate House Station
Y35 il y Augusta, ME 04333.0003
e
P 504 Cottage Road
YL LAY, South Portland, ME 04106
N __'/' (207) 799-8229 Home
Senate Diotvict 7 .
February 24, 2011
Chairman Julivs Genachowski

Federa] Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  Federsl-State Joint Board on Universsal Service Lifeline and Link Up
CC Docket No. 96-45; WC Docket 03-109

Dear Chairman Genachowski,

I am writing today to commend the efforts of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service and
Lifeline and Link Up. As I am sure you agree, the Lifeline program provides an invaluable service to
low-income constituents in our districts and across the country. I am glad the Board has decided to look
for ways to minlmize fraud, waste and abuse in the program. I strongly encourage the Federal
Communications Commission to ensure the Lifeline program continues to provide phone access to
deserving and qualified families.

As our nation struggles to overcome uncmployment and other economic challenges, the Lifeline
program is more valuable than ever. Reports both academic and anecdotal have shown that access to
phone service leads to greater chances of employment, My district’s residents should be able to access
these services in the case of an emergency, Maine’s ten Community Action Programs, together with the
Department of Health and Human Services and the Telephone Association of Maine, ensure that
assistance through the Lifeline program is widely available for those in need.

I agree wholeheartedly with the Board's recommendations that the Commission put together a plan for
uniformity on areas that would apply to all Eligible Telecommunications Carriers (ETCs) that would
help eliminate waste and abuse in this program. In doing so, however, I want to make sure that low-
income support of the fund remains strong. This is such a beneficial program to Maine residents our
concern is that it remain accessible and free to those who qualify.

TTY (207) 287-1583 * Message Service 1-800-423-6900 * email: lawrence.biissGlegisiature. maine. gov
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(FCC letter, p. 2)

Low-inicotme support is cyclical and this should be acknowledged. As you may be aware, unemployment
has grown in Maine since 2008 and there has been an associated increase in eligibility for assistance
programs. The Lifeline Program is an important part of our safety net for low-income Mainers and is
vitally necessary tool to help lift people out of poverty. In these challenging economic times, programs
such as Lifeline have a real and tangible impact on the lives of our constituents.

I urge the Commission to adopt the recommendations from the Federal-State Joint Board, as I would
like to see these programs be sustainable in the short and long-term. The ability of the most
cconomically challenged citizens of this country to have access to free phone service is of critical
concern to Maine. T urge you to not adopt policies that would cap support for this program, or in any
way limit competition in a marketplace that is already underserved.

Thank you for your service to our constituents and this country. I look forward to seeing your proposed
changes to strengthen these vitel programs.

Sincerely,

Senator Lawrence Bliss
Senate District 7

¢c;:  Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert McDowell
Commissioner Mignon Clyburn
Commissioner Meredith Attwell Baker
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Senator Philip L. Bartlett IT
3 State House Station
Avgusta, ME 04333-0003

141 South Sireet
Gorham, ME 04038
(207) 839-7827 Home

February 24, 2011

Chairman Julius Genachowski
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service Lifeline and Link Up
CC Docket No. 96-45; WC Docket 03-109

Dear Chairman Genachowski,

I am writing today to commend the efforts of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service and
Lifeline and Link Up. As I am sure you agree, the Lifeline program provides an invaluable service to
low-income constituents in our districts and across the country. I am glad the Board has decided to look
for ways to minimize fraud, waste and abuse in the program. I strongly emcourage the Federal
Communications Commission to ensure the Lifeline program continues to provide phone access to
deserving and qualificd familics.

As our nation struggles to overcome unemployment and other economic challenges, the Lifeline
program is more valuable than ever. Reports both academic and anecdotal have shown that access to
phone service leads to greater chances of employment. My district’s residents should be able to access
these services in the case of an emergency. Maine’s ten Community Action Programs, together with the
Department of Health and Human Services and the Telephone Association of Maine, ensure that
assistance through the Lifeline program is widely available for those in need.

I agree wholeheartedly with the Board's recommendations that the Commission put together a plan for
uniformity on areas that would apply to all Eligible Telecommunications Carriers (ETCs) that would
help eliminate waste and abuse in this program. In doing so, however, I want to make sure that low-
income support of the fund remains strong. This is such a beneficial program to Maine residents our
concem is that it remain accessible and free to those who qualify.

TTY (207) 287-1582 * Message Service |-800-423-6900 * Web Site: legislature. maine govisenate
email: senphilip. bartettDlegislature. maine. gov
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(FCC letter, p. 2)

Low-income support is cyclical and this should be acknowledged. As you may be aware, unemployment
has grown in Maine since 2008 and there has been an associated increase in eligibility for assistance
programs, The Lifeline Program is an important part of our safety net for low-income Mainers and is
vitally necessary tool to help lift people out of poverty. In these challenging economic times, programs
such as Lifeline have a real and tangible impact on the lives of our constituents.

I urge the Commission to adopt the recommendations from the Federal-State Joint Board, as I would
like to see these programs be sustainable in the short and long-term. The ability of the most
economically challenged citizens of this country to have access to free phone service is of critical
concem to Maine. I urge you to not adopt policies that would cap support for this program, or in any
way limit competition in a marketplace that is already underserved.

Thank you for your service to our constituents and this country. I look forward to seeing your propt;sed
changes to strengthen these vital programs.

Sincerely,

7% /74 A

Senator Philip L. Bartlett 11
Senate District 6

¢¢:  Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert McDowell
Commissioner Mignon Clybum
Commissioner Meredith Attwell Baker
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Senator Justin Alfond
Assistant Democratic Leader
3 State House Station

Augusta, ME 04233-0003
Office (207) 287-1515

134 Sheridan Streer
Portland, ME 0410]
Cell (207) 232-4]87

Home (207) 828-0277

February 24, 2011

Chalrman Julius Genachowski
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  Federsl-State Joint Board on Universal Service Lifeline and Link Up
CC Docket No. 96-45; WC Docket 03-109

Dear Chairman Genachowski,

1 am writing today to commend the efforts of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service and
Lifeline and Link Up. As I am sure you agree, the Lifeline program provides an invaluable service to
low-income constituents in our districts and across the country. I am glad the Board has decided to look
for ways to minimize fraud, waste and abuse in the program. I strongly encourage the Federal
Communications Commission to ensure the Lifeline program continues to provide phone access to
deserving and qualified families.

As our nation struggles to overcome unemployment and other economic challenges, the Lifeline
program is more valuable than ever. Reports both academic and anecdotal have shown that access to
phone service leads to greater chances of employment. My district’s residents should be able to access
these services in the case of an emergency. Maine’s ten Community Action Programs, together with the
Department of Health and Human Services and the Telephone Association of Maine, ensure that
assistance through the Lifeline program is widely available for these in need.

I agree wholeheartedly with the Board's recommendations that the Commission put together a plan for
uniformity on areas that would apply to all Eligible Telecommunications Carriers (ETCs) that would
help eliminate waste and abuse in this program. In doing so, however, I want to make sure that low-
income support of the fund remains strong. This is such a beneficial program to Maine residents our
concern is that it remain accessible and free to those who qualify. '

Fax (207) 287-1585 * TTY (207) 287-1383 * Message Service 1-800-423-6900 * Web Site: legislature. maine.gov/senate
email: justin@justinalfond com
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(FCC letter, p. 2)

Low-incomne support is cyclical and this should be acknowledged, As you may be aware, unemployment
has grown in Maine since 2008 and there has been an associated increase in eligibility for assistance
programs. The Lifeline Program is an important part of our safety net for low-income Mainers and is
vitally necessary tool to help lift people out of poverty. In these challenging economic times, programs
such as Lifeline have a real and tangible impact on the lives of our constituents,

I urge the Commission to adopt the recommendations from the Federal-State Joint Board, as I would
like to see these programs be sustainable in the short and long-terms. The ability of the most
economically challenged citizens of this country to have access to free phone service is of critical
concern to Maine. [ urge you to not adopt policies that would cap support for this program, or in any
way limit competition in 8 marketplace that is already underserved,

Thank you for your service to our constituents and this country. I look forward to seeing your proposed
changes to strengthen these vital programs.

Sincerely,

el

Senator Justin Alfond
Senate District 8

cc:  Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert McDowell
Commissioner Mignon Clyburn
Commissioner Meredith Attwell Baker
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Senator Nancy B. Sullivan
3 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333-0003

20 Westwood Drive
Biddeford, ME (40035
(207} 282-5594 Home

February 24, 2011

Chairman Julius Genachowski
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service Lifeline and Link Up
CC Docket No. 96-45; WC Docket 03-109

Dear Chairman Genachowski,

I am writing today to commend the efforts of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service and
Lifeline and Link Up. As I am sure you agree, the Lifeline program provides an invaluable service to
low-income constituents in our districts and across the couniry. I am glad the Board has decided to look
for ways to minimize fraud, waste and abuse in the program. I strongly encourage the Federal
Communications Commission to ensure the Lifeline program continues to provide phone access to
deserving and qualified families.

As our nation struggles to overcome unemployment and other economic challenges, the Lifeline
program is morc valuable than ever. Reports both academic and anecdotal have shown that access to
phone service leads to greater chances of employment. My district’s residents should be able to access
these services in the case of an emergency. Maine’s ten Community Action Progratus, together with the
Department of Health and Human Services and the Telephone Association of Maine, ensure that
assistance through the Lifeline program is widely available for those in need.

I agree wholeheartedly with the Board's recommendations that the Commission put together a plan for
uniformity on areas that would apply to all Eligible Telecommunications Carriers (ETCs) that would
help eliminate waste and abuse in this program. In doing so, however, I want to make sure that low-
income support of the fund remains strong. This is such a beneficial program to Maine residents our
concern is that it remain accessible and free to those who qualify.

TTY (207) 287-1583 * Message Service 1-800-423-6900 * Web Site: legislature malns govisenate
email; npsullivan@gwinef
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(FCC letter, p. 2)

Low-income support i8 ¢yclical and this should be acknowledged. As you may be aware, unemployment
has grown in Maine since 2008 and there has been an associated increase in eligibility for assistance
programs. The Lifcline Program is an important part of our safety net for low-income Mainers and is
vitally necessary tool to help lift people out of poverty. In these challenging economic times, programs
such as Lifeline have a real and tangible impact on the lives of our constituents.

1 urge the Commission to adopt the recommendations from the Federal-State Joint Board, as I would
like to see these programs be sustainable in the short and long-term. The ability of the most
economically challenged citizens of this country to have access to free phone service is of critical
concern to Maine. T urge you fo not adopt policies that would cap support for this program, or in ‘any
way limit competition in a marketplace that is already underserved.

Thank you for your service to our constituents and this country. I look forward to seging your proposed
changes to strengthen these vital programs.

Sincerely,
Jd./xj Aettss

Senator Nancy Sullivan
Senate District 4

ce:  Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert McDowell
Commissioner Mignon Clyburn
Commissioner Meredith Attwell Baker




